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CBI Substantiation  

 

 

 

What harmful effects to your competitive position, if any, do you think would 
result if EPA publishes on the Inventory the identity of the chemical 
substance? How could a competitor use such information given the fact that 
the identity of the substance otherwise would appear on the Inventory of 
chemical substances with no link between the substance and your company 
or industry? How substantial would the harmful effects of disclosure be? 
What is the casual relationship between the disclosure and the harmful 
effects? 

The substance should not be published on the TSCA inventory as it as 
a new commercial substance in a highly competitive market. This 
substance is a polymer that based on its functional group requires EPA 
notification. The functional group is a key component that allows for 
crosslinking of the polymer in confidential/proprietary formulas.  
Competitors in similar markets routinely evaluate published 
inventories in an attempt to gain knowledge and reverse engineer 
substances for the competitive companies’ gain.  Publishing the 
substance on the TSCA inventory would place an undue economic 
burden on the notifier, which is a small start up business trying to 
gain traction in this business space.  In addition, revealing the 
substance identity would create competition on a substance that is 
still in the process of commercialization by the notifier. This is 
particularly true since our competitors and/or partners are 
considerably advantaged in business size and have an interest in our 
chemistry.   

 

For what period of time should confidential treatment be given? Until a 
specific date, the occurrence of a specific event, or permanently? Why? 

The new substance should remain confidential indefinitely, due to 
market competition and competitors routinely attempting to reverse 
engineer substances located on the TSCA inventory. 

 

Has the chemical substance been patented? If so, have you granted licenses 
to others with respect to the patent as it applies to the chemical substance? 
If the chemical substance has been patented and therefore disclosed through 
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the patent, why should it be treated as confidential for purposes of the 
Inventory? 

No.  

 

Has the identity of the chemical substance been kept confidential to the 
extent that your competitors do not know it is being manufactured on 
imported for a commercial purpose by anyone? 

Yes.  This substance is considered highly confidential/proprietary as 
are our resin formulations. We maintain and treat this information 
as confidential. Our potential customers and competitors do not 
know the identity of the new substance. 

 

Is the fact that someone is manufacturing or importing this chemical 
substance for commercial purposes available to the public, e.g., in technical 
journals or other publications; in libraries; or in State, local, or Federal 
agency public files? 

No. We have not published any reports about the substance being 
manufactured or imported for commercial purposes. 

 

What measures have you taken to prevent undesired disclosure of the fact 
that you are manufacturing or importing this substance for a commercial 
purpose? 

This substance is considered highly confidential/proprietary as are 
our resin formulations. We designate this substance and resin 
formulations as confidential/proprietary and as such delineate and 
handle the information in a secure manner.  Only information that is 
required to be revealed for safety/health purposes is shared with 
customers.  We have confidential agreements in place with our 
suppliers/partners that covers the identity of this substance, our 
resin formulation, and the technology pertaining to how this 
substance is used in 3D printing.   

 

To what extent has the fact that you are manufacturing or importing 
this chemical substance for a commercial purpose been disclosed to others? 
What precautions have you taken in regard to these disclosures? Has this 
information been disclosed to the public or to competitors? 
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This substance is considered highly confidential/proprietary as are 
our resin formulations. We designate this substance and resin 
formulations as confidential/proprietary and as such delineate and 
handle the information in a secure manner.  Only information that is 
required to be revealed for safety/health purposes is shared with 
customers.  We have confidential agreements in place with our 
suppliers/partners that covers the identity of this substance, our 
resin formulation, and the technology pertaining to how this 
substance is used in 3D printing.  We have not shared the identity of 
our new substance or our resin formulations with the public, our 
competitors, or our customers.  General information regarding our 
technology (printer devices) can be found in the public domain.   The 
confidentiality of this new substance and our resin formulations are 
critical to the success of the printers and our business. 

 

In what form does this particular chemical substance leave the site 
of manufacture, e.g., as part of a product; in an effluent or emission 
stream? If so, what measures have you taken to guard against discovery of 
its identity? 

Manufacturing of this substance is conducted under the terms of an 
agreement with a toll producer. The toll producer/manufacturer 
maintains the substance identity and manufacturing information as 
strictly confidentiality/proprietary. The substance is then placed in 
the resin formulation by our toll formulator under the terms of an 
agreement that maintains the information as strictly 
confidentiality/proprietary. 

 

If the chemical substance leaves the site of manufacture in a product that is 
available to either the public or your competitors, can they identify the 
substance by analyzing the product? 

This substance is manufactured under the terms of a restricted toll 
producer agreement and therefore, is not made available to the public 
or competitors. The substance is manufactured/formulated under the 
terms of a restricted toll agreement.  The substance is not made 
available to the pubic or competitors.  The substance in the final resin 
formulation is shipped to Carbon for its own use and distribution to 
its customers.  The formulation is maintained as confidential 
information. 

 

For what purpose do you manufacture or import the substance? 
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For use in formulation for 3D printing operations. 

 

Has EPA, another Federal agency, or any Federal court made any pertinent 
confidentiality determinations regarding this chemical substance? If so, 
copies of such determinations must be included in the substantiation. 

No. 


